
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sharing knowledge, best practices, policy options and solutions; promoting understanding and action on 

opportunities, challenges of health related SDGs implementation in the Eastern Mediterranean Region.  

EMR-SDG Learning Platform Supports Knowledge Production and Dissemination. A call for proposals for small 

research grants has been issued on 29 May. The grants cover outputs of ongoing research and/or documenting 

lessons from actual implementation. Any original research with potential contribution to the achievement of 

health-related SDGs in the region is eligible for consideration. Priority will be given to research that puts special 

emphasis on informing policy and highlighting practical experiences and learnt lessons. The grant competition 

will remain open until 10 July 2020. Work eligible for consideration should be completed no later than 10 

September 2020. For more information and to submit proposals contact info@emrsdgslearn.net. 

Launching an Open Discussion on COVID-19 and Policy in the Arab Region. The Facebook page of EMR-SDG 

Learning Platform is hosting an open discussion, in Arabic, on COVID-19. The discussion started with a set of 

questions on the effectiveness of the approaches adopted by the different Arab countries to control the virus 

spread and to mitigate its implications. The posted questions also addressed issues related to data availability, 

accessibility, and relevance. To read the contributions and join the discussion, follow EMR-SDG Platform on 

Facebook.  

https://www.facebook.com/103787461288928/posts/132728005061540/?sfnsn=scwspwa&extid=PH1wIHxNcjCPiBVt 

The Technical Secretariat of the Arab Network for Science and Technology for Sustainable Development 

(ANSTSD) Holds its First Meeting. The Department of Sustainable Development and International Cooperation 

of the League of Arab States held the first meeting of ANSTSD technical secretariat on April 22, 2020. 

Representatives of several Arab and international organizations participated in the online meeting to review 

the proposed prototype of ANSTSD portal and the options for activating the network. They, also, discussed the 

assignment of tasks to members, criteria for approving experts and researchers, and financing mechanisms. 

The ANSTSD launching date is set for the fourth edition of the Arab Sustainable Development Week on the 

sidelines of Dubai Expo in October 2021. The ANSTSD is established by the committee on the implementation 

of the 2030 sustainable development goals in the Arab states to consolidate the concepts of sustainable 

development in the region and promote joint Arab action in this field. The network aims at supporting the 

resilience and ability of the Arab states for the implementation of the sustainable development goals by 

maximizing the role of science, technology and knowledge. 
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World Health Statistics 2020 – Monitoring Health for the SDGs 

https://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/2020/en/ 

WHO’s latest annual compilation of health statistics that comes amid the COVID-19 pandemic, documents the progress 

made and highlights the challenges remaining. The progress is reflected in increases in both life expectancy and healthy 

life expectancy and in noticeable improvements in overall access to essential health services with the strongest increase 

in low- and lower middle-income countries. However, overall access to essential health services is still way below 

optimum, progress in preventing and controlling non-communicable diseases remains inadequate, the current rate of 

progress in achieving SDGS falls short, especially with the COVID-19 emergency. The report stresses the need to track 

population health and its determinants in a comprehensive and continuous manner through strengthening country health 

information systems to improve timeliness of data. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, despite the remarkable progress 

achieved in the reporting of core indicators, there are still serious limitations in the national health information systems 

in several countries. 

COVID-19 in the Arab Region: UNFPA ASRO Publications: 

Arab States Region COVID-19 Situation Report No. 4 

https://arabstates.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/2020%20%20UNFPA%20Response%20Brochure%20-

%20draft%205%20Feb%202020.pdf 

Ageing and COVID-19 in the Arab region: Leaving no one behind 

https://arabstates.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/covid-19_and_older_people.pdf 

Impact of Public Health Emergencies on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights in the Arab Region: 

The Covid-19 Case 

https://arabstates.unfpa.org/en/publications/impact-public-health-emergencies-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-

reproductive-rights   

7-16 July: An Equity-Based Approach to Pandemic Preparedness and Response: Emerging Insights from COVID-19 Global 

Response Leaders, organized by Partners in Health and the University of Global Health Equity 
 

21 July: EMR-SDG Learning Platform is to hold a webinar on Covid-19 Inequities in the Arab Counties. If you are interested 

in contributing or attending, please contact infor@emrsdgslearn.net.  
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